[bookmark: _GoBack]§ 32.064  ALTERNATIVE CODE ENFORCEMENT SYSTEM; SPECIAL MAGISTRATE.
   (A)   Purpose and intent. It is the purpose and intent of the City Commission to establish special magistrate procedures for code enforcement purposes, pursuant to F.S. Chapter 162, as amended from time to time. The special magistrate(s) shall be selected by the city attorney and approved by the City Commission. The special magistrate shall be a member in good standing with the Florida Bar and engaged in the practice of law in Broward County.
   (B)   The city shall serve a notice of hearing to the violator in accordance with the provisions of this article and F.S. Chapter 162, as amended from time to time. No hearing shall be scheduled sooner than ten days from the date of service unless there is a reason to believe that a violation presents a serious threat to the public health, safety and welfare.
   (C)   F.S. Chapter 162, as amended from time to time, is hereby incorporated herein by reference so that the provisions of that chapter, as amended from time to time, shall be controlling with regard to the organization, jurisdiction, procedures and powers of the special magistrate.
   (D)   At the conclusion of hearings, the special magistrate shall issue findings of fact, based on evidence presented, and conclusions of law and shall issue an order to include, but not be limited to, a specified compliance date and a fine amount to be imposed if the order is not complied by the specified date. In determining the amount of the fine, if any, special magistrate shall consider the following factors:
      (1)   The gravity of the violation;
      (2)   Any actions taken by the violator to correct the violation; and
      (3)   Any previous violations committed by the violator.
   (E)   A certified copy of an order imposing a fine may be recorded in the public records and thereafter shall constitute a lien against the land on which the violation exists and upon any other real or personal property owned by the violator. Upon petition to the circuit court, such order may be enforced in the same manner as a court judgment by the sheriffs of this state, including levy against the personal property, but such order shall not be deemed to be a court judgment except for enforcement purposes. A fine imposed pursuant to this part shall continue to accrue until the violator  comes into compliance or until judgment is rendered in a suit to foreclose on a lien filed pursuant to this section, whichever occurs first. After three months from the filing of any such lien that remains unpaid, the special magistrate may authorize the local governing body attorney to foreclose on the lien.
   (F)   Special magistrates are hereby authorized to conduct administrative hearings, as required, for designated citations issued by code enforcement officers.
   (G)   The city hereby adopts alternate code enforcement procedures pursuant to F.S. §§ 162.03, 162.21 and 162.23, as amended from time to time, that provide authority to code enforcement officers to issue citations and notices to appear at a hearing conducted by a county court, and for code enforcement officers to issue citations for administrative hearings to be heard by designated special magistrates and assess fines against violators of the respective codes and ordinances within the City of Pembroke Pines.

