ORDINANCE NO. _

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 4 OF THE CODE OF
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF SEBRING TO PROVIDE FOR THE
PROTECTION OF WILD AND EXOTIC ANIMALS IN TRAVELING
ACTS FOR PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT OR AMUSEMENT WITHIN
THE CITY OF SEBRING; AND SETTING FORTH CIVIL PENALTIES
FOR VIOLATION; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING
FOR CONFLICT; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the treatment of wild and exotic animals in animal acts for public
entertainment or amusement should be humane; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the citizens of the City of Sebring that Chapter 4
of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Sebring be amended to provide for the prohibition of
inhumane treatment of wild and exotic animals in animal acts for public entertainment or
amusement,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF SEBRING, FLORIDA, THAT:

1. Chapter 4 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Sebring is hereby amended to
include the following:

“ARTICLE III. WILD AND EXOTIC ANIMALS
Sec. 4-39. Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context indicates a different
meaning:

“Citation” means a written notice, issued to a person and the citation must contain:

1) The date and time of issuance.

2) The name and address of the person being cited.

3) The date and time the civil infraction was committed.
4) The facts constituting probable cause.

5) The ordinance violated.

6) The name and authority of the officer.

7) The procedure for the person to follow in order to pay the civil penalty or to
contest the citation in county court.

8) The applicable civil penalty if the person elects to contest the citation.



9) The applicable civil penalty if the person elects not to contest the citation.

10) A conspicuous statement that if the person fails to pay the civil penalty within the
time allowed, or fails to appear in court to contest the citation, the person shall be
deemed to have waived his or her right to contest the citation and that, in such
case, judgment may be entered against the person for the maximum civil penalty.

Display means any exhibition, public showing, presentation, display exposition, fair, act,
circus, ride, trade show, petting zoo, carnival, parade, race, or similar undertaking in which
animals are required to perform tricks, give rides, or participate as accompaniments for
entertainment, amusement, or benefit of a live audience, whether or not a fee is charged.

Mobile or traveling housing facility means a transporting vehicle such as a truck, trailer
or railway car, used to transport or house animals while traveling for exhibition or other
performance.

“Officer” means any law enforcement officer defined in Florida Statute 943.10 or any
animal control officer.

Traveling animal act means any display of animals where such animals are transported
to, from, or between locations for the purpose of such display, in a mobile or traveling housing
facility.

Wild or exotic animal means any live animal from any of the following scientific
classifications:

1) Artiodactyla (including hippopotamuses, giraffes, camels, and Ilamas, but
excepting cattle, swine, sheep, and goats);

2) Crocodilia (including alligators and crocodiles);
3) Elephantidae (elephants);

4) Felidae (including tigers, lions, jaguars, leopards, cheetahs, and cougars, or any
hybrid thereof, but excluding domestic cats);

5) Marsupialia (including kangaroos and koalas);

6) Non-human primates (including apes, monkeys. and lemurs);
7) Perissodactyla (including rhinoceroses, tapirs, and zebras);
8) Pinnipedia (including seals, sea lions, and walruses); and

9) Ursidae (bears).

Sec. 4-40. Prohibited acts.














