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Resolution Condemning Hate and Extremism
WHEREAS, [COUNTY/CITY] is committed to defending democratic institutions, the integrity of our elections, and the security of people and facilities that carry out the democratic process; and
WHEREAS, [COUNTY/CITY] is committed to ending the spread of hate, bigotry, and harassment based on race, color, religion, national origin, ethnicity, sex, gender, gender identity and expression, sexual orientation, disability, or any other protected characteristic as defined by law; and
WHEREAS, [COUNTY/CITY] wishes to affirm its commitment to the well-being and safety of all of its community members and to ensure that they will be protected and their rights respected; and 
[bookmark: _Hlk59050189]WHEREAS, [COUNTY/CITY] wishes to affirm its commitment to cultivating an inclusive community, including within [COUNTY/CITY] operations and institutions; and
WHEREAS, the diversity of our community is beneficial to all within it, making us stronger and more resilient; and
WHEREAS, each of our elected leaders has the ability and obligation to promote inclusiveness; celebrate diversity; work to ensure equitable opportunities in all major facets of society; prevent the spread of misinformation and disinformation; and reject hate and bias in all forms and should set a positive example for their constituents in this regard; and
WHEREAS, the January 6, 2021 domestic terrorism incident at our nation’s Capitol does not reflect the values of [COUNTY/CITY]; and
WHEREAS, ADL’s report on Murder and Extremism in the United States in 2019 found that domestic extremists killed at least 42 people in the United States in 17 separate incidents in 2019, making 2019 the sixth deadliest year on record for domestic extremist-related killings since 1970; and

WHEREAS, the ADL report found that the extremist-related murders of 2019 were overwhelmingly (90%) linked to right-wing extremists, with all but one of the incidents tied to right-wing extremism, and 81% of extremist-related murders in 2019 committed by white supremacists specifically; and

WHEREAS, disinformation, misinformation, and online conspiracy theories such as QAnon are spreading and inspiring real-world violence; and

WHEREAS, [insert reference to local data/incidents]; and

WHEREAS, [COUNTY/CITY] supports the peaceful exercise of free speech, free assembly, and freedom to worship safely for all people; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the _______________________ of the [COUNTY/CITY] of ___________ (State), that:
1. The [COUNTY/CITY] affirms its ongoing commitment to cultivating an inclusive, safe, and just society and culture – including within [COUNTY/CITY] operations and institutions – that values the diversity of our community, works to ensure equitable opportunities in all major facets of society, and celebrates both our individuality and commonality.

2. The [COUNTY/CITY] denounces the January 6, 2021 domestic terrorism incident at our nation’s Capitol.

3. The [COUNTY/CITY] denounces anti-government extremism, white supremacy, racism, antisemitism, misogyny, Islamophobia, anti-LGBTQ+ hate, ableism, and all hateful speech and bias-motivated violent actions in our community.

4. The [COUNTY/CITY] denounces extremist conspiracy theories, misinformation, and disinformation that cultivate an alienated and mistrustful electorate, undermine democratic institutions and processes, and increase the likelihood of violence.

5. The [COUNTY/CITY] denounces attempts to exploit governmental procedure and basic government functions for personal political gain.

6. The [COUNTY/CITY] commits to fostering an environment within [COUNTY/CITY] operations and institutions that does not tolerate anti-government extremist, white supremacist, racist, antisemitic, misogynist, Islamophobic, anti-LGBTQ+, ableist,  and other hateful speech and actions.

7. The [COUNTY/CITY] commits to countering hate and extremism by offering an ongoing public lecture series on anti-bias and anti-racist strategies.

8. The [COUNTY/CITY] commits to countering hate and extremism through engagement with community leaders, governmental transparency and public information-sharing regarding efforts to fight extremism, and the investigation and prosecution of those who commit criminal acts, consistent with civil liberties protections.

9. The [COUNTY/CITY] urges residents to join us by adopting these values in their own lives, calling attention to these harms, and denouncing hate and extremism to help keep us all safe.


Addendum
This addendum expands on the commitment to counter hate and extremism by offering an ongoing public lecture series on anti-bias and anti-racism strategies. It is meant to be a starting point for thinking about ways to implement this commitment effectively and sustainably.
Partnership
Potential partners for this public lecture series include the local library system, local colleges and universities, and local nonprofits. If working with the library, an ongoing book club could be arranged in addition to but not in place of the speaker series.
Speakers
Speakers for the series should possess expertise in their subject area and reflect the communities affected by racism, antisemitism, misogyny, Islamophobia, anti-LGBTQ+ hate, ableism, and other forms of discrimination.
Format
Events in the series could take on a variety of formats and change over time. Examples include author talks, practical discussions about how to implement anti-racist practices in our everyday lives, and lectures by experts in the field. Events could be in-person (post-pandemic), hosted online via webinar, or a combination. In-person events in the series could also be concurrently livestreamed and subsequently made available online. 
Topics
The public lecture series should cover a wide range of topics. Possible topics include: anti-bias education; anti-racism and ways to put it into practice; what is extremism; white supremacy and structural racism; advocacy and activism; and anti-bias parenting.
Audience
Events in the series should target a range of age groups. For example, one event could be a children’s book read along (with families and children) followed by an age-appropriate discussion about the book.
Accessibility
The events should be free, well advertised, open to the public, and held in a space that is ADA compliant. A sign language interpreter should be provided. 
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